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read are modern French novels. The rigorous censorship
maintained by Sultan Abdul Hamid poisoned the peoples?
minds and thoughts. For example, the Sultan forbade
the words "Macedonia" or "Armenia" to be spoken pub-
licly or to appear in any printed matter circulating
through the Empire. A Scotchman, who had ordered an
English geography, discovered that the customs officials
had ripped out all pages mentioning the name Armenia.
The inability of the helpless population in Turkey to
become educated proved a serious handicap to the mainte-
nance of the Empire.
Lastly, the absence of family life cannot be overlooked.
The husband and wife lived in separate rooms known as
the selamlik and the harem. Each member maintained a
degree of privacy under which there exists no mutual
helpfulness of companionship. The children were
brought up in the harem where they led an idle, uninspir-
ing existence in an atmosphere which was decidedly un-
wholesome. The children lacked the guidance of the
father who was usually somewhat better educated than
the mother and who also enjoyed greater contact with
the outside world. An educated Turk, referring to the
education of young Moslem children, said, " I do not be-
lieve in your religion nor do I think much of mine, but
your religion allows your girls and women to be trained
in family life. They become intelligent, and their influ-
ence upon the children is good. Ours are left to run about
the harem, to hear all the base talk of women and ser-
vants. '' The hopes for a rejuvenated Turkey rest largely
upon the training and guidance of the coming generations.
To know or understand the Turkey of the present as
well as of the past, a person must be sensitive to the sharp,
yet inexplicable contrasts between the Orient and the
Occident. In its essence Turkey is the Orient, the home
of races and cultures leading back into the midst of pre-
historic times whence many traditions and every day

